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4 Maryland Historical Magazine 

The Crocodile: Clrnstopher Hughes grew rich when the paper money system farled and the value of 
his gold and silver tscalated Oil on canvas by Charles Willson Peale, 1788. (Marylarrd Historical 
Society.) 
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When the English tnlstc:e<:, refused to honor a dnt\V upon an account of f3rM)00 
pounds which Maryland had deposited in the Bank of England before the war, 

no hard currency with which to acquire spede. 11 

accounting in l Maryland broke the faith. It redeerned the 
money \vith one new dollar for $40 turned 
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ptaced on public display, prompting Harbaugh to observe: "] have done you 
nwre justice in dnnvi your general character, than even .Mr. Peale has in 

your fine picture, though it is believed in general that it is not the art-
but your particular request to counterfeit one of your chins. '' 3'1 

Harbaugh won of words, but Chri1>topher Hughes took 
and family newly established 
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Md. (November) 1785, ch. lv. 
Hmwne, Baltimore in the Nation, l2; Homer, A History of !merest Ratts, 278; Behrens, 

}vfortey in Maryland. 78-·87. 

fourntJl Baltimore Advertiser, December ~4. 1 There was an in-
to learned. Long-term ground were essentially tmrchase monev 

' r ' 

Tb<~ rents were a In intla-


	The Carpenter and the Crocodile
	Digital Commons Citation

	The Carpenter and the Crocodile

