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But as with the rest of his life, most of Reynolds’ time in prison was
spent on spiritual matters. In addition to reading one or two books of
scripture every day of his term, he wrote some eighteen articles for
Mormon periodicals and began writing a concordance of the sacred text,
the Book of Mormon.® This last project included transcribing as many as
350 passages each day. All told, he completed 25,000 entries in the
concordance by his release from prison in January, 1881,

In short, Reynolds remained faithful to both family and church
while in prison. He was such a model prisoner that the warden reported
“Reynolds was worth more than all the guards in preserving good order
among the prisoners.””® Indeed, for the last three months of his sen-
tence, he was accorded the special privilege of working in the guards’
dining room during the day. But if Reynolds himself posed no threat to
prison society, his polygamous way of life, followed pursuant to the
dictates of the church that controlled virtually all aspects of life for its
members, apparently presented an extraordinary threat to the nation.
To understand the nature of the threat, it helps to understand Mormon
history and their trek westward to Utah.

The Rise of Mormonism

Mormons were notorious almost from Joseph Smith’s founding of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in upstate New York in
1830. His followers quickly became known as Mormons after their holy
scripture, The Book of Mormon, a set of revelations discovered by Smith
in a field. In 1844, only fourteen years after establishing the Mormon
Church, Smith declared himself "‘king” and ran for president of the
United States as a proponent of what he called “theodemocracy.” This
political theory accorded Smith, as a representative of God, the power
and duty to use his office to usher in the kingdom of heaven on earth.”®

Mormenism was not the only new and eccentric religious movement
that emerged in late eighteenth-and nineteenth-century America. In
New England, Kentucky, and Ohio in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, the Shakers practiced gender equality and celibacy, living
communally and sometimes dancing all night in frenzied devotional

and nine with Mary, his third wife. Six died before the age of five, and twenty-six survived
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MW Id. at 108. These articles were published in journals such as the Juvenile Instructor,
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to the Old and New Testaments. 7d.

32 d. at 103, 108.

¥ Gordon, supra note 10, at 23. According to another source, Smith adopted the title
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ceremony, performed by Mormon authorities, remained secret even to
family members, and perhaps even to his first two wives. Eight months
later, shortly before Polly gave birth to her eleventh child (who survived
only one day), she apparently told George that she could no longer live
around Amelia, and charged the newly married Mary with the care of
her own children *

The Church defined the contours of Reynolds' public life as well as
his private life. By the time he died in 1909 at the age of sixty-seven, he
had spent all but his first decade fully immersed in the work of the
Mormon Church. Describing himself in an evaluation he wrote as a
nineteen-year-old missionary in England, he confessed, “I find considera-
ble difficulty in presiding, being better able to do as I am told than to tell
others what to do.”’™ Indeed, from the time he converted against his
parents’ wishes, Reynolds spent his life in church-related work, doing
what he was told to do. He began his career with a church mission in his
home country, England, and returned there for a second mission after
immigrating to Utah. Over the years Reynolds worked as a secretary to
several Mormon presidents, including Brigham Young. This was a partic-
ularly important position, since it included transcribing revelations that
the president dictated as he received them directly from God.® He also
served as second lieutenant and secretary of his regiment in the Nauvoo
Legion, as assistant editor of the Mormon newspaper Deseret Evening
News,® as bookkeeper and director for the Zion Cooperative Mercantile
Institution (still known as ‘‘ZCMI”’, a cooperative store where Mormons
bought and sold goods, often with scrip to keep funds within the
community),” as regent for the University of Deseret (now the Universi-
ty of Utah), as editor of Mormon newspapers the Millennial Star and
Journal of Discourses, as a representative of the Mormon-controlled
People’s Party on the Salt Lake City Council, as Mormon Sunday School
superintendent, treasurer, and author of numerous Mormon Sunday
School materials, and also as director on the board of Mormoni busi-
nesses such as the Deseret Telegraph Company and Zion’s Savings Bank
and Trust Company.” This catalogue of commitment shows why the
Church chose Reynolds as its representative to test the constitutionality
of Mormon polygamy.

8 Van Orden, supra note 1.
871d. at 13.

8 Young assigned his secretaries secular and ecclesiastical tasks, rotating assignments
to minimize authority of any particular secretary. Id. at 37.

89 14 at 37. He was assistant editor under George Q. Cannon.
90 Id. at 64. Firmage & Mangrum, supra note 11, at 222.
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