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_once a week, 22% every other week, and 1l4% 'g:nce ‘'a month.
(Greif, 1985.) Overnight visits were also very important

in many situatiens: half of the children -in: Greif's
sample had spent the night at their mother’s-home, with
the- average being 2 nights a month. (Greif,  1985.)

"Although exact numbers of visits per week or month were
not reported, -Lupenitz found that children were
dissatisfied with "occasional" visits and relatively more
satisfied with "frequent" or "continuous" visits.. The
children whose physical care was provided by both parents
were the most content. These children stayed overnight in
both homes on a regular basis of weekends, split- weeks or
vacations. (Lupenitz, 1.%882.) The satisfaction of the
residential parent with the involvement of the
nonresidential parent was reported to increase as the
- level of involvement increased, although noene <¢f -the
teports gave a specific number of visits - that- was
“associated with increased satisfaction on the- part of the
"custodial parent. : i ’ '

One reasonable conclusion to draw from:-these
studies is that regular overnight visits 2 times a month
or an equivalent number of overnight visits during
vacations provide sufficient time for the nonresidential
-parent to perform substantial parenting tasks, prcbably
enough to relieve scme of the exclusive burden of the
residential parent. In such a case, therefore, cne could
presume an egqgual contribution to nurturing. In any case
falling short of <that standard, the residential : parent
should receive a credit of some kind for shouldering an
excessive burden of nurturing responsibilities. =

The next gquestion is how +to £figure out the
residential parent's credit. Again, cne has the choice of
specific and general answers. One could, for 'example, add
up all the hours spent by the specific residential parent
-on childcare, multiply the. hours by the parent's real or
imputed market wage, divide by 2 and add the result to the
child support paid by the nonresidential parent. While
- this calculation is conceptually correct, i€ is also
enormously difficult to assess because the first guantity,”
" the number of hours spent on childcare, 'is ‘hard to
determine. What would be preferable is an average amount
for the first quantity, which could then be plugged into
the formula. None of the studies of househoeld labor
“located by this author identified that .average, because
‘their samples did not differentiate between situations 1in
which both the residential and the nonresidential ‘parent
provided nurturance and those in which ‘only tge
~residential parent performed those tasks. My guess 1S
that there would be scme small but significant difference
in the average number of hours per week spent on nurturlng










